
Garage Door Safety

According to reports received by the U.S Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), approx~

mately 60 children between the ages 012 and 14 have been trapped and killed under automatic garage
doors since March 1~2. This is approximately 4 such deaths per year Other children have suffered
brain damage or serious injuries when the closing door contacted them, and failed to stop and reverse
its direction

Homeowners with automatic garage door openers thaI do not automatically reverse should reparr or re­
place them with new openers which do reverse 10 pre""nl young children from bems trapped and lllJured
or killed under dosms garage doors

A properly operating garage door will be "balanced." Ths means that the door will slay 1ll place when
slopped 1ll any partially opened p osition. A severely unbalanced garage door could unexpectedly crash
to the floor possibly striking someone under the open door

To check for balance, the garage door opener must be
detached from the door while III the closed position
Most openers manufactured slllce 1982, have a "qUlck­
release" mech3lllsm provided which pennits the opener
to be detac~d from the door The door should not stick
or bind when opened or closed

Once the garage door is operating properly, homeown­
ers should check to see that the garage door opener's
force and limit settings are adjusted according to manu­
facturer's Illslructions. Check IU garage door operator
owner's manual for any Illslructions on testing the
safely features

TEST:

One quick test is to place a 2x4 on the
Iloor olthe garage in the door's path II
the door does not proper~ reverse on
striking the 2x4then the garage door
opener should be disengaged until the
unit is either adjusted according to the
instructions in the ol'\oTler's manual, re­
paired, or replaced I'Ioith a new garage
door opener

Some old openers are eqUlpped with a mech3lllsm that
only stops the closlllg door when it strikes an object;
not reverslllg the door III the process. These openers
cannot be adjusted or reparred to provide the automatic
reverslllg feature found on later deVices. Other pre­
1982 openers have a deVice Illtended to reverse the
closlllg door when it strikes an objec~ but for reasons
related to age, Illstallation or mallltenance, these prod­
ucts may not be safe enough to prevent entrapment of a
child. The CPSC reqUlfes that all garage door openers
manufactured or lffiported after January 1, 1993 for sale

III the United States be outfitted with an external entrap- •__~~~~~:::::::~__•
ment protectIOn system
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Garage Door Safety

Some old openers are eqUIpped with a mecharusm that only slops the dosms door when it strikes an ob­
Ject; not reverSlllg the door in the process. The"" openers cannol be adjusted or reparred 10 provide the
automatic reverSlllg feature found on later deVices. Otherpre-1982 openers have a deVice llllended 10
rever"" the dosms door when it strikes an objec~ but for reasons rdated 10 age, mslallalion or mamle­
nance, these products may not be sal'. enough 10 prevent entrapment of a child. The CPSC reqUlfes that
all garage door openers manufoclured or unported after J31lUary 1, 1993 for sale 1ll the United Slales be
outfitted with an external entrapment prolection system

Ths system can be an electric eye, a door edge ""fiSor, or any other deVice that provides eqUIvalent
prolection. If an electric eye is used, it should be mstalled at a height of 4 to 6 mches above the floor
Consumers should lllspect garage doors and operation of the door opener every 30 days to verify that the
system lS functionlllg properly Hardware and fittings should be checked to keep the door on track at all
times. Should a hazard eXls~ homeowners should discolUlect the automatic opener from the door as
specified III the owner's manual, and manually open and close the garage door until needed repalfl re­
placementlS completed

Lastly, homeowners should relocate the wall switch lllthe garage as high as practical above the floor III
an effort to restrict children's use of the automatic garage door Remote control door operating devices
should be kept locked lllthe car and <Way from children Parents should also tell therr children about
the potential hazard
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