
Playground Safety

Each year, more than 2IJJ,COJ children go to U.S hospital emergency rooms l'ith injuries associated
l'ith playground equipment. Most injuries occur when a child falls from the equipment onto the ground

Each year, more than 200,000 children go 10 u.s. hospital emergency rooms with lllJunes associated

with playground eqUipment. MosllllJunes occur when a child falls from the eqUipment onlo the ground

Use this Simple checklistlo help make sure your local community or school playground is a sal'. place

10 play

Public Playground Safety Checklist

1 Make sure surfaces around playground eqUipment have alleasl12
mches of wood chips, mulch, sand, or pea gravel or are mals rna"" of
safely-tested tubber or tubber-like rnalena!,

2. Check that protective SurfaClllg extends alleasl6 f",,11ll all direc­
tions from play eqUipment. For SWlllgS, be sure surfocmg extends, m
back and front. twice the height. of the suspending bar

3. Make sure play sl.rucl.ures more than 30 mches high are spoced at.
least. 9 feet. ap<rt

4. Check for dangerous hardware, like open "SO hooks or prol.ruding bolt. ends

5. Make sure spaces that. could trap children, such as opelllllgs m guardrails or between ladder rungs,
measure less than 3.5 mches or more than 9 mches

6 Check for sharp pomt.s or edges m eqUipment.

7 Look out. for trippmg hazards, like exposed concret.e footings, tree sl.umps, and rocks

8 Make sure elevat.ed surfoces, like plat.fonns and ramps, have guardrails t.o prevent. falls

9 Check playgrounds regularly t.o see that. eqUipment. and surfacmg are m goo d condition

10. Carefully superviSe children on playgrounds t.o make sure they're safe

If yo u have questions 0r ne ed addition al informatio n, >isit www.lexleeovertonlaw.com ,
emaillexlee@lexleeovertonlaw.comorcaIl225.761 7272


